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greatest problems of life, and has found solutions of some of them
which will deserve the attention even of those who have studied Plato
and Kant—I should point to India. And if I were to ask myself
from what literature we, here in Europe, we who have been nurtured
almost exclusively on the thought of Greeks and Komans, and of one
Semitic race, the Jewish, may draw that corrective which, is most
wanted in order to make our inner life more perfect, more compre-
hensive, more universal, in fact, more truly human—a life not for
this life only, but a transfigured and eternal life—again I should point
to India.551
But, with all such. credentials, the advocates of the Indian advaifa
must not forget that there are other eminent thinkers in Europe,
themselves idealists, who have urged serious objections to the Indian
systems; and it is impossible to expect any reasoned acceptance of
those systems by them, mitil those objections are satisfactorily an-
swered. An attempt therefore ought to be made in this direction.,
without any preconceived bias in favour of any particular theory
or dogma.
It may be asserted with confidence that the Veddnta is both. a Phi-
losophy and a Eeligion. In its search for Unity, it has succeeded in
finding one Ultimate Reality as the basis of our existence, in which
we find " at once an adequate object of affection and a sufficient
aim for our practical endeavours." The Indian Veddnta has laid such
a scheme for practical conduct, founded on this necessary and funda-
mental truth, that it satisfies the social, moral, and spiritual needs
of men of every grade. While recognising the existence of only one
Reality and showing man's relation to that Reality, it prescribes hia
duties to himself, to his Idth. and kin, to Ms own community, to the
whole of humanity, nay, to the entire animal, vegetable and mineral
kingdoms, thus insisting upon his living a larger and larger self, to
the utter extinction, eventually, of his own individual lower self,
and thus ultimately seeking union with that one Eeality. In this
process of gradual evolution and development, it holds out a hope
of eternal beatitude and peace to the pure and righteous, and pro-
mises salvation even to the sinful, after their period of probation
is over.
1 " India; What Can It Teach Us "? p. 6.

